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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action in response to application November 22, 2006. Claims (1 -14) are 
pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Baldwin 
(International Publication No. WO 01/57807 (cited from IDS)). 

3. As to claim 1 , Baldwin teaches a method for identifying the type of an RFID 
tag, comprising 

receiving encrypted data from said RFID tag [abstract]; 

decrypting said data by at least one decryption method (i.e. ...teaches 
decryption process step [pg. 10, lines 14-17]); 

[[-]] evaluating (i.e., comparison) if said data has been correctly decrypted 
by said at least one decryption method (i.e., ...teaches a comparison function upon 
decryption [pg. 10, lines 14-17] Those skilled in the art would recognize the comparison 
function as being a software routine for which is control by a main routine such that if a 
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exception liappens in tine decryption routine, the comparison routine will not be pass the 
proper data and therefore cause a exception in the comparison routine); 

in case said at least one decryption method has succeeded in decrypting 
said data, deriving a tag type from said decryption method [pg. 10, lines 15-25]. 

4. As to claim 2, Baldwin teaches a method where said encrypted data is 
requested by sending an interrogation signal (i.e., ...teaches a read or interrogation 
takes place of encrypted data [pg. 6, lines 5-15]). 

5. As to claim 3, Baldwin teaches a Software tool comprising program code 
means stored on a computer readable medium for carrying out the method of 
claim 1 when said software tool is run on a computer or network device (i.e., ... 
teaches portable handheld RFID interrogator [pg. 12, lines 15-20] ... further teaches 
program code [pg. 4, lines 30-32] Those skilled in the art would recognize inherent to 
such device is software running on said device to perform the read function). 

6. As to claim 4, Baldwin teaches a computer program product comprising 
program code means stored on a computer readable medium for carrying out the 
method of claim 1 when said program product is run on a computer or network 
device (i.e., ... teaches portable handheld RFID interrogator [pg. 12, lines 15-20] ... 
further teaches program code [pg. 4, lines 30-32] Those skilled in the art would 
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recognize inlierent to sucli device is software running on said device to perform the 
read function). 

7. As to claim 5, Baldwin teaches a computer program product comprising 
program code, downloadable from a server for carrying out the method of claim I 

when said program product is run on a computer or network device (i.e 

teaches program code [pg. 4, lines 30-32]). 

8. As to claim 6, Baldwin teaches a computer data signal embodied in a carrier 
wave and representing a program that instructs a computer to perform the steps 
of the method of claim I [pg. 4, lines 25-30]. 

9. As to claim 7, Baldwin teaches a electronic terminal, comprising a radio 
frequency identification tag reader for receiving data from a radio frequency 
identification tag [pg. 4, lines 8-15], a decryptor for decrypting said data by at least 
one decryption method (i.e. ...teaches decryption process step [pg. 10, lines 14-17]), 
the decryptor being suitable to evaluate if said data has been correctly decrypted 
by said at least one decryption method (i.e., ...teaches a comparison function upon 
decryption [pg. 10, lines 14-17] Those skilled in the art would recognize the comparison 
function as being a software routine for which is control by a main routine such that if a 
exception happens In the decryption routine, the comparison routine will not be pass the 
proper data and therefore cause a exception in the comparison routine), and a data 
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processing unit suitable to derive a tag type from said at least one decryption 
method and to generate a corresponding output [pg. 10, lines 15-25]. 

10. As to claim 8, Baldwin teaches a electronic terminal, where said electronic 
terminal further comprises a transmitter for sending an interrogation signal to a 
radio frequency identification tag [pg. 4, lines 10-20]. 

11. As to claim 9, Baldwin teaches a electronic terminal where said electronic 
terminal is comprises a mobile terminal device (i.e., ... teaches portable handheld 
RFID interrogator [pg. 12, lines 15-20]). 

12. As to claim 10, Baldwin teaches a electronic terminal where said electronic 
terminal is enabled to communicate via a public land mobile network (i.e., 
...teaches RFID tags and RFID interrogators [pg. 5-25] Those skilled in the art would 
recognize the operation of RFID tags and RFID interrogators in the public domain. 
Such that the interrogator can be utilized to interrogate multiple RFID tags. Those 
skilled in the art would recognized such interrogation of multiple RFID tags within the 
public domain inherently prescribes a mobile network). 

13. As to claim 1 1 , Baldwin teaches a radio frequency identification tag [pg. 2, 
lines 5-10], containing encrypted data [pg. 2, lines 25-30], and comprising a 
transmitter for sending said data to a radio frequency identification tag reader 
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(i.e., ... teaches a antenna connected to a memory device [pg. 4, lines 10-15], where 
characterized in that said encrypted data contains an indication of the type of 
radio frequency identification tag [pg. 4, lines 25-32]. 

14. As to claim 12, Baldwin teaches a radio frequency identification tag where 
said radio frequency identification tag also further comprises a receiver for 
receiving interrogation signals from a radio frequency identification tag reader 

(i.e., ... teaches receiving a signal from RFID interrogator [pg. 4, lines 10-15]). 

15. As to claim 13, Baldwin teaches a electronic where said electronic terminal 
comprises a mobile terminal device (i.e., ... teaches portable handheld RFID 
interrogator [pg. 12, lines 15-20]). 

16. As to claim 14, Baldwin teaches a Electronic terminal, where said electronic 
terminal is enabled to communicate via a public land mobile network (i.e., 
...teaches RFID tags and RFID interrogators [pg. 5-25] Those skilled in the art would 
recognize the operation of RFID tags and RFID interrogators in the public domain. 
Such that the interrogator can be utilized to interrogate multiple RFID tags. Those 
skilled in the art would recognized such interrogation of multiple RFID tags within the 
public domain inherently prescribes a mobile network). 



Prior Art Made of Record 
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1 7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Volpi at al. (US Patent Publication No. 2004/0174261) Interrogator and 

interrogation system employing the same 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRYAN WRIGHT whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3826. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:30 pm Monday -Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, AYAZ Sheikh can be reached on (571 )272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tine status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/BRYAN WRIGHT/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2131 
/Ayaz R. Sheikh/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2131 



